Guidelines: Recognized Young Dietitian of the Year Award
The purpose of the Recognized Young Dietitian of the Year program is to recognize the competence and activities of younger dietitians in the American Dietetic Association and to encourage their continued participation in association affairs. This group will be an additional resource from which the leadership of the Association will develop - at the district, state, and national levels.

Criteria for Selection of RYDY

(Affiliates may develop more detailed criteria to meet their needs.)

1. Member of the American Dietetic Association.

2. Age limit as of May 1 deadline: 35 years or younger.

3. Active participation in the national, state, or district association.

4. Is a Registered Dietitian

5. Not previously selected as an RYDY.

6. Demonstrated concern for the promotion of optimal health and nutritional status of the population.

7. Demonstrated leadership, e.g., in legislation, research, education, management, etc., either in the Association or employment.

Procedure for Selection

The complete responsibility for the selection of RYDY rests with the affiliate association.

1. The maximum number of RYDY per affiliate, per year, is based on the number of districts. An affiliate may choose one RYDY from each district, but may not have more than one in a district.

2. Affiliate association presidents or awards chairs, in one mailing, sends individual datasheets for all selectees to the American Dietetic Association by May 1.

Action Following Selection

1. A certificate of recognition will be sent to the selectees together with a congratulatory letter from the President of ADA.If an affiliate association wishes to receive the certificates for presentation at a formal meeting, national headquarters must be notified in writing when the datasheets are submitted.

2. RYDY recipients will receive a name badge ribbon for use at the Food & Nutrition Conference & Expo (FNCE) and/or state meetings following their selection.

3. The list of RYDY selectees for the year will be published in a fall issue of the Journal of the American Dietetic Association.

4. Publicity for affiliate RYDYs should be handled by the affiliate or district public relations chair.
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Submit the recipient’s name as it should appear on a certificate. 
	Name:
	
	
	

	first
	middle initial
	last


	Place of Employment (100 characters or less):
	


	Job Title (70 characters or less):
	


	District (if applicable)
	
	ADA Membership No.
	


	STATE ASSOCIATION:
	

	STATE ASSOCIATION CONTACT:
	

	Phone
	(        )

	E-mail
	


STATE ASSOCIATION AWARD CHAIR

· Return only completed data sheets to the ADA Affiliate Team by May 1, 2010.

Send to:
Katie Paffhouse
Senior Manager, Affiliates
American Dietetic Association

120 South Riverside Plaza, Suite 2000

Chicago, IL  60606-6995

Fax:  312/899-5353
E-mail:  affiliate@eatright.org
· All other materials, including a duplicate copy of this data sheet, letters of reference, and personal resumes should be retained in state association files.  
